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USEFUL INFORMATION 


Passports and Visas 
All persons arriving in Cyprus should hold a valid passport. No other form of identity is acceptable. 

Visas are not required for holders of following passports: 

(a) Austria, Belgium, British Commonwealth, Denmark, Finland, France, Federal Republic of Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, San 
Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, U.S.A. and Yugoslavia. 

(b) Entry visas are required for holders of passports whose countries do not appear in paragraph (a) 

—~above. Visa fees, are however, waived in the case of holders of Bulgarian, Czechoslovakian, Egyptian, 
Israeli, Roumanian, Syrian and U.S.S.R. passports. 

Transit visas for a stay of up to five days are not required for passengers who are in possession of a 

through ticket and produce an entry visa for the country of their ultimate destination. 

Passengers visiting the Republic of Cyprus may enter the Republic only through the legal ports of 
entry: Larnaca International Airport, or the ports of Larnaca, Limassol and Paphos. 

The ports of Famagusta, Kyrenia and Karavostassi, as well as Tymbou airport (Ercan) have been 

declared by the Government as prohibited ports of entry, and no visitor is allowed to enter the Republic 

through these ports. 


Customs 


Bona fide baggage may be imported free of duty, as well as certain personal items for use by a 
visitor. Items to be imported free of duty include: 200 cigarettes or 50 cigars or 250 grams of tobacco — 
0.75 litre of spirits other than perfumed spirits — 0.30 litre of perfumed spirits and toilet waters. 


AIRPORT TAX: An amount of CY&1.500 mils is levied on passengers departing from Cyprus at the 
Airport. 


Health Formalities 


The Health Authority requires any person arriving on an international voyage, and coming from an 
infected area, to possess a valid certificate of vaccination against smallpox; otherwise he will have to go 
through a small formality i.e. to report to the nearest Government Medical-Officer. 


Overseas mail and telephone communications 


There are daily airmail services to all countries, Cyprus Telecommunications Authority which 
provides radio-telephone communications with the rest of the world also provides communications with 
ships at sea. Cyprus has an automatic telephone dialling system with most countries in the world. 


Inland communications 


There are buses connecting all the towns and villages of the Island. The average cost per seat for a 
25 mile run is 200 mils. Efficient taxi services also connect all the main towns of the Island, anda single 
seat may be reserved at an approximate rate of 600 mils fora 50 mile run. The average rate for a hired taxi 
is 100 mils per mile. 
Sports 


All kinds of sports and nautical games can be practised in Cyprus, throughout the year, ‘including 
horse-riding, tennis, skiing, climbing, swimming, water skiing, sailing, fishing, and skin-diving. 


Currency 


The legal unit of Currency is the Cyprus & which is divided into 1,000 mils. Travellers cheques 
may be cashed at any bank at the official rate. The amount of Cyprus Banknotes allowed to be imported or 
exported is CY£10. Cyprus currency which has not been expended must be exchanged before departure. 
Climate 

The climate of Cyprus makes the island one of 
summer fills alike the bathing beaches and the pine- 
sunny and bracing. The winter is mild and invigorati 
bright sunshine annually; lowest-sea temperature in J 
clear blue sea or sunbathe on the lovely sandy beache 
and skiing is usually possible from January to March. 


the healthiest places in the world. The long dry 
clad mountains, where the climate is equable, dry 
ng in the plains and the coastal belt (340 days of 
anuary is 62°F), where you may swim in the crystal 
s. On the mountains snow begins to fallin December, — 
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Dear Visitor, 

This souvenir picture guide book is designed to introduce 
and help you to see as much as is possible of the island 
of Cyprus, the legendary birthplace of Aphrodite, the 
Greek goddess of love and beauty. There is hardly any 
land in the world which has ever had a more varied 
fortune than Cyprus, the crossroads of many civiliza- 
tions. The whole of Cyprus is but an immense open- 
air museum, where is treasured the historic and artistic 
heritage of the past. The age-old drama of the history 
of European civilization was staged here in its great 
moments and variations. The golden sea-shores and 
the violet-clad peaks of its hills and the blossomed- 
covered plains of this enchanted island have witnessed 
the bloom and passing of cultures and the rise and fall 
of empires. The living past is everywhere present. Side 
by side relics and monuments of every period, from 
the misty pre-historic days of the Stone Age down to 
our times, combine in harmonious contrast the trend 
of the Island’s history. Primitive Neolithic settlements 
border upon the classic beauty of Greek temples; 
pagan Roman theatres adjoin early Christian cloisters; 
Byzantine churches adorned with icons and frescoes 
are adjacent to Frankish abbeys and castles; Gothic 
cathedrals, reminiscent of the glory of Crusades are 
surrounded by Venetian walls and fortresses. History 
and legend, enchanting scenery and endless sunshine 
join hands with the hospitality of its people to offer a 
happy holiday to any visitor at any time of the year. 


Kee 


CYPRUS 


Cyprus is the third largest island in the Mediterra- 
nean and has an area of 3,572 sq. miles. Its 
maximum length from east to west is 150 miles and 
its maximum width from north to south is 60 miles. 
It occupies the north-eastern part of the Mediterra- 
nean basin 64 miles west of Syria, 44 miles south of 
Turkey, 240 miles north of Egypt and 240 miles west 
of Rhodes. 

The population of Cyprus is about 650,000. Out of 
this 80% are Greek-Cypriots, 18% Turkish-Cypriots 
and 2% other minorities, (Maronites, Armenians, 
Latins and others). 

The independent Republic of Cyprus was established 
in 1960 with the Zurich-London Agreements. Cyprus 
is a full member of the United Nations, of the 
Commonwealth and of the Council of Europe. It has 
a Presidential system of government and the 
President is directly elected by the people. The 
President has the executive power and is assisted by 
his Ministers who are directly appointed by the 
President and not by the House of Representatives 
which is the Legislative body. 

Administratively Cyprus is divided into six districts: 
Nicosia, Limassol, Famagusta, Larnaca, Paphos and 
Kyrenia. As Famagusta and Kyrenia are under 
Turkish occupation, entry to Cyprus through these 
ports and the port of Karavostasi as well as Tymbou 
airport is forbidden and illegal. 

Cyprus has two mountain ranges, Troodos and the 
Pentadactylos range. The Troodos mountain 
occupies almost the whole of the central and western 
part of the island. It rises on the western coast and 
extends almost to the centre of the island leaving a 
narrow plain of a few kilometres on three sides, to 
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the west, south and north while to the east slopes into 
the Mesaoria plain. The highest peak is Olympus at 
6,406 feet and is snowcapped from mid-December 
until the end of March. 

Most of the area of the Troodos range above 3,000 
feet is covered with pine, cedar and other forests 
while lower slopes and valleys are covered with fruit 
trees such as apple, pear and cherry. A large part of 
the lower hills on the south-western slopes of Troodos 
are planted with extensive vineyards from which the 
world famous wine products of Cyprus originate. 
The second mountain range is the Pentadactylos 
range which covers almost the half of the northern 
coastal area of Cyprus. Unfortunately since 1974 this 
area is inaccessible because of the Turkish occupa- 
tion. This range rises on the east coast of the Gulf of 
Morphou and extends to the Karpass peninsula on 
the Gulf of Famagusta. It is a narrow range of lime- 
stone rocks and its highest peaks reach 3,000 feet. 
On three of these peaks the famous and glorified 
(originally Byzantine and later Mediaeval) castles of 
St. Hilarion, Boufavento and Kantara were built. 

The northern slopes of the Pentadactylos range 
facing the picturesque Kyrenia coast are clad with 
forests of pine, cypress, olive and carob trees while a 
belt of green plantations comprising of citrus trees, 
mainly lemon, almost reach the coastline of northern 
Cyprus. The plain formed between the two mountain 
ranges is called Mesaoria and is the granary of the 
island. Cyprus has two salt lakes; the Larnaca and 
Limassol salt lakes. In summer they dry up and the 
salt collected from the Larnaca Lake is enough to 
cover the domestic, industrial and consumer needs 
of the island. 


Cyprus has no rivers except some winter torrents 
making water the biggest problem on the island. 
After independence in 1960 the Government gave 
priority to solving this problem and built dams in 
many parts of the island. Here the water of the 
torrents is collected and used for irrigation and to 
supply the towns. Of the land of Cyprus 19% is 
under afforestation, 24% is irrigated and cultivated, 
and the rest uncultivated. Cyprus is considered an 
agricultural country with 35 % of the people engaged 
in agriculture. The most important agricultural 
products of the island are cereals, mainly wheat and 
barley, citrus fruits, olives, carobs, grapes, potatoes, 
carrots, various vegetables and fruits which are 
exported to various European and Middle East 
countries. A large percentage of uncultivated land is 
used for the grazing of sheep and goats. Cyprus is 
self sufficient in pork and chickens’ meat but imports 
substantial quantities of beef and lamb. 

Despite the enormous destruction caused by the 
Turkish invasion of 1974 and the occupation of 38% 
of its territory (70% of its economic potential was 
lost) Cyprus succeeded in a short time to develop 
again its light industry and now exports to West 
European, East European and Middle Eastern 
countries, cement, various other construction 
materials, wine products, plastics, footwear, clothing, 
fresh and canned agricultural products. With its 
excellent Mediterranean climate (340 days sunshine 
per year), long dry summers from March to 
November, mild winters and wonderful sandy 
beaches Cyprus attracts thousands of tourists every 
year making tourism the biggest single industry 
earning 50 % of its foreign exchange. 
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HISTORY 


Various neolithic settlements discovered in many 
localities of the island prove that the history of 
Cyprus began some 8,000 years ago. Its geographical 
location at the crossroads of the eastern Mediterra- 
nean has been responsible for the very important 
role of Cyprus in the history of this area of the world. 
Early in the 2nd millennium B.C. Myceneans settled 
in various parts of the island and introduced to the 
island the Greek language, religion, culture, customs 
and traditions and generally the Greek way of life. 
After the Trojan War legendary heroes like Tefkros, 
Praxandros, Agapenor and others established city- 
states throughout the island which soon prospered 
and Cyprus became well known throughout the 
Greek world. 

Cyprus endowed with natural resources (forests 
and copper-mines) soon attracted the attention and 
interest of the Great Powers of that time i.e. the 
Assyrians, Egyptians and the Persians who attacked 
and occupied Cyprus in turn. In 322 B.C. Alexander 
the Great liberated Cyprus from the Persians and the 
kings of Cyprus in turn helped him in his campaigns 
in the Middle and Far East. After Alexander’s death 
Cyprus came under the Ptolemies and in 58 B.C. 
under the Roman Empire. In 45 A.D. the Apostle 
Paul accompanied by the Cypriot Apostle Barnabas 
visited Cyprus and the Roman Governor of Cyprus 
Sergius Paulus was converted to Christianity. Thus 
Cyprus became the first country in the world to be 
governed by a Christian. Subsequently, Cyprus 
became a province of the Byzantine Empire and 
from then on its fate is bound with that of the Greek 
Orthodox Church. 

During the Crusading period in 1191 A.D. Richard 
the Lionheart, King of England, conquered Cyprus 
and sold it to the Knights Templar. A few months 
later he (Richard Coeur-de-Lion) got Cyprus back 
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and sold it to the Lusignans of France. They governed 
the island until 1489 A.D. applying the western 
model of government. The last Lusignan Queen 
(Venetian origin) had to transfer her rights on the 
island to the Republic of Venice which ruled Cyprus 
until 1571 when the Ottoman Turks invaded and 
occupied Cyprus. In 1878, Turkey fearing a Russian 
attack against her frontiers asked for English support 
and in exchange ceded Cyprus to the English. In 
1925 the British Government declared Cyprus a 
crown colony and Turkey lost all her rights on the 
island. In 1960, Cyprus, after a four year liberation 
struggle became an independent state and was 
proclaimed a Republic after the Zurich-London 
Agreements in which Greece and Turkey took part. 
Cyprus was given a Constitution too complicated 
and difficult to be applied. Archbishop Makarios III 
was elected as the first President. In 1963, in order 
to secure the smooth functioning of the State he 
suggested changes in some of the articles of the 
Constitution which proved inapplicable and 
unfavourable for the state. The Turkish Cypriots 
following orders from Turkey reacted negatively and 
withdrew from the Government causing at the same 
time the intercommunal violence of 1964. After 10 
years of unproductive intercommunal talks and 
efforts to bring about peace to the island in July 
1974 a coup of the Greek junta against President 
Makarios gave the opportunity to the waylaying 
Turks to invade unprotected Cyprus with 40,000 
fully armed troops, occupy by force 38% of the 
island and forcibly expel the inhabitants of northern 
Cyprus to become refugees in their own country. 
Since 1974 and despite all the United Nations 
resolutions which condemn Turkey and demand the 
withdrawl of foreign troops from Cyprus, Turkey 
refuses to implement them and keeps Cyprus 
partitioned with its occupation forces. 
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PAPHOS: Birthplace of Aphrodite. “The moist breeze of Zephyr brought her 
there on the waves of the sea with a noise of thunder amid the soft foam and the 
gold-clad Horae received her with joy”. (Homer). 


NICOSIA: We will start our sightseeing tour 
of Cyprus with a visit to Nicosia, the capital of 
the island. Nicosia is the only inland town which 
became capital in the 10th century A.D. when 
the coastal towns were destroyed following the 
attacks and looting of the Saracens. It is built 
on the site of ancient Ledra almost in the centre 
of the island. It is the seat of the Government 
and of the independent (Autocephalus) Church & 
of Cyprus 

Nicosia hosts all foreign embassies, consulates, several international organisa- 
tions and a big number of foreign companies. It is the most populous town of the 
island and the biggest commercial and industrial centre of Cyprus. It has a very 
rich market with goods from all over the world and it is a hub of commercial 
activity. Until 1974 i.e. before the Turkish invasion the population of Nicosia was 
about 100,000. Nowadays it exceeds 160,000 because a large number of refugees 
from the occupied area have settled here. Within a few years Nicosia has been 
transformed into a big town as a result of the influx of refugees; full of office 
blocks, blocks of flats and big housing estates. New industrial areas have been 
established to replace those in the occupied areas and the Government has built 
big housing estates for the refugees in the southern suburbs of the town to meet 
the housing needs of the poorer refugees. 


* Nicosia flourished during the Middle Ages 
when the Lusignan Kings and governors of 
) Cyprus built beautiful churches and houses. 

. The perfectly built Cathedral of Saint Sophia in 
} Gothic style, was later transformed into a 
} mosque by the Turkish conquerors. Unfor- 
| tunately it is founded in the Turkish sector of 
_ the divided town and we can not visit it. 

The old town is surrounded by the Venetian 
Walls built in 1567, having a 3 mile perimeter 
with 11 bastions and the 3 gates; Famagusta, 
Paphos and Kyrenia. Near Famagusta Gate and 
the Cathedral of St. John is the Archbishopric 
of Cyprus, an imposing palace of Byzantine 
style, built in 1950 by Archbishop Makarios III. 
In the North wing of the Palace is housed the 
Makarios III Cultural Centre with its gallery. Its 
exhibits include a good number of very rare 
icons, exquisite byzantine artwork and paintings 
of classic art. 


Ledra Street. 
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Eleftheria Square. 


tae 
=a 


: cor Ee 


la il il al dil al ol ode 


ee peda 
a 


Oe al al ol al le Be: 


Stassinou Ave. 


Nearby in the old Archbishopric is housed the 
Folk Art Museum, where exhibited are 
wonderful masterpieces of Folk Art including | 
woven cloths, laces, wood sculptures and | 
jewellery. The Cathedral of St. John, was 
originally built in honour of the protector of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem (Knights 
Hospitaller). During the 15th century it was} 
granted to the Greek Orthodox Church and was 
consecrated to St. John the Evangelist. It 
contains wonderful wall paintings of the 18th 
century. Apart from the biblical scenes a very 
interesting composition depicts: (a) The 
discovery of the Tomb of the Apostle Barnabas, 
founder of the Church of Cyprus, (b) the finding 
of the Gospel on the relics of the Saint, (c) its 
presentation to the Byzantine Emperor, Zenon, 
in Constantinople by the Archbishop of Cyprus, 
Anthemius, and (d) the proclamation of the 
Church of Cyprus as Autocephalus (Indepe- 
ndent) handing to him the imperial sceptre. He 
also gave the Archbishop of Cyprus, the 
following imperial perogatives: The right to 
wear an imperial red mantle on ceremonial 
occasions, to carry an imperial sceptre rather 
than a shepherd’s crook and to sign in 
(cinnabar) red ink. Only the Church of Cyprus 
enjoys such honours. 

Before leaving the area let us look around the 
narrow streets of the old town which extends 
west of the Archbishopric within the walls of 
old Nicosia. Here, is the oriental market 
(Bazaar) with its typical workshops in which are 
manufactured various kinds of handicrafts 
made of copper, silver, gold and wood. Here, 
you feel the harmonic union of the present with 
the past. On the one part the old oriental town 
declining and disappearing and on the other 


the new being built and expanding in all direc- 
tions. 
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MUSEUM: Afterwards we will visit the} 
Archaeological Museum of Nicosia situated} 
west of the old town near Paphos Gate. The! 
Cyprus Museum, founded in 1908 in honour of} 
Queen Victoria was completed in 1924. In its) 
14 spacious halls the visitor can trace the} 
development of Cyprus’ civilization, from} 
neolithic times to the early Christian period. In 

the first hall of the museum, neolithic finds are} 
exhibited such as tools, weapons, vessels, idols } 
etc. made of stone. The finds from the Khiro- | 
kitia settlement consist of circular dome huts, | 
dating to 5800 B.C. 

In this hall are also exhibited the first ceramics | 
with combed decorations, dating to 5250 B.C. | 
and the finds of the Chalcolithic period. In the 

second hall are exhibited the finds of the early | 
Bronze Age 2300-1850 B.C. (pots of various 

types and sizes, richly decorated). Worth| 
mentioning in this hall is the sanctuary from | 
Vounous dating to 2100 B.C., depicting a| 
mysterious ceremony. In the following hall the | 
development of ceramic art is shown from| 
about the Middle Bronze Age until Roman| 
times. 


| 


About 2,000 idols of terracota are exhibited in the 
fourth hall, all found in the Ayia Irini Sanctuary, 
excavated in 1929 by a Swedish archaeological 
expedition, all presented as they were found. After 
this, follow the halls which contain sculpture from 
the 7th century B.C. until the 1st century B.C. and 
sculptures of the Roman period. Very impressive are 
the statue of Aphrodite from Soli and the statue of 
Septimius Servirus which are larger than human size. 
In the first section of the following hall are exhibited 
metal finds such as weapons, tools, minor art of 
copper, as well as the cow from compact copper of 
the 5th century B.C. which was found at the Temple 
of Athena at Soli. Then follow the finds of minor art 
from gold, silver, alabaster, ivory and glass, all 
representative of the great art that thrived in Cyprus 
then. 

In the ninth and tenth halls are exhibited the 
gravestones made of marble and limestone with 
carved representations and inscriptions, and burial 
examples from various periods depicting burial 
customs in Cyprus. The eleventh hall contains finds 
from the necropolis of Salamis which shows the 
wealth and prosperity of this famous ancient kingdom 
(City-State). The twelfth hall shows the relationship 
of Cyprus with Minoan Crete. Here also is the horned 
God of fertility from Engomi. The visitor going into 
the thirteenth hall admires the statues from the 
Salamis-Gymnasium and in the fourteenth hall the 
idols from various periods most of which are 
attributed to the goddess of fertility. 


MACHERAS MONASTERY: Before leaving 
Nicosia to tour the Limassol] area, we visit the famous 
monastery of Macheras. Built on a mountain slope 
on the eastern part of the Troodos range at a height 
of 3,400 feet and about 26 miles southwest of the 
capital, it is one of the most historic and interesting 
monasteries on the island. The first church was made 
of wood and it was built in the 12th century with the 
aid of the Emperor of Byzantium, Manuel Komnenos, 
on the site where the icon of the Virgin Mary was 
found. This icon was taken there and hidden by a 
monk from Asia Minor who was trying to save it 
during the iconoclastic controversy (726-843). The 
church as it stands today was built at the end of the 
19th century. 


STAVROVOUNI MONASTERY: Occupying the easternmost mountaintop of 
the Troodos range, at a height of 2,260 feet, Stavrovouni Monastery is located 20 
miles south of Nicosia, a few miles east of the Nicosia-Limassol road. It commands 
a panoramic view of the surrounding area which extends as far as the salt lake and 
the town of Larnaca. It is traditionally believed that the monastery was founded by 
St. Helen, mother of Constantine the Great, Emperor of Byzantium in 327 A.D. 
She landed in Cyprus on her way back to Constantinople from Jerusalem where 
she had gone to discover the Holy Cross, a piece of which is in the monastery. The 


few monks who look after the monastery, paint icons of Byzantine Art and are 
engaged in apiculture. 


ANTIPHONITIS CHURCH: This most interesting Byzantine Church is found 
on the north slope of the occupied Pentadactylos range. Unfortunately we can not 
visit it. It is decorated with wonderful wall paintings (frescoes) which, it is said, 
have been vandalised by the Turkish troops. 
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Vavla Village. 


Mid-way on the Nicosia-Limassol road an uphill road to the right will lead us to 
the village of Lefkara. Situated on a plateau in the southeastern part of the 
Troodos range, Lefkara is one of the most picturesque villages of Cyprus. It is also 
famous for its unique artistic and beautiful hand-made laces known as “Lefkaritica”. 
For centuries this fine housecraft has been inherited from generation to genera- 
tion from grandmother to daughter and granddaughter. 


_ Lefkara Village. 


In olden times the mother and daughters 
_ embroidered the “Lefkaritica’” while the father 
or the son travelled to various countries in 

Europe and America to sell them. Today with 
the tourist boom, these laces are sold to the 
thousands of tourists who come to this 
picturesque village which succeeded to 
preserve to this day, not only its craft, but its 
colour, its country style architecture and its 
picturesque character. The lace cover on the 
Holy Altar in Milan Cathedral was brought from 
Lefkara by Leonardo Da Vinci when he visited 


there in 1481. 


The court of St. Minas Monastery. 
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Leaving Lefkara for Limassol we follow the road passing through the picturesque 
villages of this area: Katodrys, Vavla and Khirokitia. It is a pleasant route through 
a beautiful and varying landscape. After going through the narrow streets of 
Katodrys we arrive and stop for a while at the Monastery of Ayios Minas. The 
Monastery was built in the 18th century. In the church of the monastery there are 
two wonderful wall paintings of St. Minas and St. George. In the studio of the 
monastery the nuns paint various icons of Byzantine Art which are sold to the 
worshippers and to the visitors. Continuing our itinerary we pass through the 
picturesque villages of Vavla and Khirokitia. Soon after we get to the most ancient 
neolithic settlement ever discovered in Cyprus dating to 5800 B.C. The settlement 
was excavated in 1936 by the Cypriot archaeologist Dikeos and is now carried 


out by a French archaeological mission. The circular domed huts of the settlement 
are very impressive. 


Through the centuries Pottery, Laces and Weaving were traditionally the most 
important cottage industries of Cyprus. Even today this beautiful and colourful 
work, hand-woven in cotton or linen in geometrical designs, is very popular in 
making curtains, table and bed covers and other similar items for domestic use. 
It is also used to make the national costumes of Cyprus. 


Returning to the main Nicosia-Limassol road about 400-500 metres from the 
settlement we continue our itinerary and in 20-30 minutes reach Limassol. 
Following the coastal road to Limassol we pass through the ruins of ancient 
Amathus. Archaeological excavations put the establishment of this ancient town 
to the 9th century B.C. 


It grew as a port from where copper extracted from the Kalavassos mines 
several kilometres north-eastwards was exported. In 1191 Richard-Coeur-de-Lion, 
the king of England, landed here during the 3rd crusade and conquered Cyprus. 
The people of Amathus were converted to Christianity much earlier. St. Tychon 
was bishop of Amathus in the 4th century and St. John the Almoner who became 
Patriarch of Alexandria (609-615) was born here. Many Cypriot antiquities now 
found in many foreign museums come from here, for example, the huge mono- 
lithic cask in the Louvre, various sarcophagi in the Metropolitan Museum of New 
York and the god Bes in the Archaeological Museum of Constantinople. The town 
suffered extensive destruction on many occasions because of Arab raids and was 
deserted in the 14th century A.D. Many of the big stones used in the building of 
the Suez Canal in Egypt were taken from the port and the ruins of Amathus. 


Limassol Castle. 
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Limassol grew as a small town between the two famous kingdoms of ancient 
times, the kingdom of Amathus to the east and Curium to the west. Originally it 
was Called Nea Polis. Later it was called Nemesos and then Lemesos (Limassol). 
Limassol grew in the Middle Ages and Richard-Coeur-de-Lion married his fiancee 
Berengaria of Navarre in Limassol Castle where she was crowned Queen of 
England. In 1330 Limassol suffered extensive destruction because of floods and 
in 1373 it was attacked by the Genoese. In 1426 Limassol was plundered by the 
Mamelukes and in 1570 it was deserted and burnt by the Turkish conqueror Lala 
Mustafa. After this destruction and until 1815 Limassol remained a small village. 
After this date Limassol grew slowly and by the end of the century it became a 
commercial and industrial centre. 
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Today it is the second largest and important town in Cyprus, with a population 
in excess of 100,000 people. It has the largest wineries of Cyprus and many other 
industries. After 1974 because of the Turkish occupation of Famagusta the port 
of Limassol was extended and equipped with modern port facilities and machinery 
to meet the increasing export and import trade of Cyprus. During the war in 


neighbouring Lebanon, Limassol became the main transit port in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. At the same time big and comfortable modern hotels were built 
along the eastern coastline of the town and thus in a_ short while 
Limassol became one of the main tourist centres of the island. 
~ Limassol is the “Paris of Cyprus”. It is a centre of amusement and has a 
- cosmopolitan atmosphere and flavour. Every month of the year there are 
_ organised artistic or cultural events including the Carnival, Flower Exhibition, 
Song and Dance Festival and the Wine Festival. In all the towns and tourist resorts 
of the island there are many exquisite and colourful taverns. A visit to one gives 
us the chance to taste and enjoy a wide variety of tasty Cypriot “meze” and enjoy 
ourselves with excellent and cheap Cyprus wine. Many of these taverns offer at 
the same time an excellent artistic programme with Cypriot dances and songs, 
_ and even show a typical Cypriot wedding. 


Phassouri Plantation. 


CYPRUS FOLK DANCING: The Flour Sifter’s Dance. This is a Greek Cypriot 
dance of craftsmanship. The dancer is trying to keep the four glasses filled with 
wine in the flour sieve, while dancing and twirling the sieve at great speed. 
Members of Zorba’s Dancing Group are arranged around the flour sifter in the 


picture. 
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Following the main coastal road of Limassol to the west we come to the green 
area of the Phassouri Estate which extends north of the Salt Lake of Limassol. 
Once this area was a swamp with wild vegetation until bought by a big company 
of Cypriot and foreign shareholders who turned it into a wonderful vineyard and 
citrus plantation. The citrus fruits and the excellent table grapes produced here 
are packed in modern packaging plants on the Estate and exported to many Euro- 
pean countries. Further north is found the famous Kolossi Tower, it is a rect- 
angular three-storey construction, 23 metres high. The first tower was built in 
1210 by the Knights Hospitallers to which this area was ceded. After the fall of 
Acre (an ancient town of Palestine) the headquarters of the Knights were 
transferred here and later to Rhodes in 1310. The Order of St. John had under its 
command about 40 villages in the area. They cultivated the vine and sugar-cane 
and built a sugar refinery close to this tower. The well known “Commandaria” 
wine was first made here from grapes produced in the vicinity. In 1373 the 
Genoese attacked the tower and in 1426 the Mamelukes attacked and destroyed 
it. It was rebuilt in 1450 by Louis de Magnac, commander of the garrison and this 
is what we see today. His coat of arms is enshrined in the wall of the eastern side of 
the Tower. 
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Floor Mosaic, Curium (Personification of “KTISIS” creation). 


After Kolossi Castle we visit the ruins of ancient Curium about 2 miles further west 
on a hill near the sea. This area was inhabited very early. A neolithic settlement 
dating to 3300 B.C. has been excavated at Sotira about 4 miles north of Curium. 
A few miles northeast of Curium and along the banks of the Kourris River, houses 
and tombs of the early Bronze Age (2200 B.C.) were found. According to 
Herodotus, the father of history, Curium, one of the city-kingdoms of Cyprus, was 
founded by the Argives in the 12th century B.C. Archaeological evcavations show 
that the Greeks first established themselves in an existing Bronze Age town. The 
last king of Curium, Pasicratis, supplied ships and crews to Alexander the Great 
for the siege of Tyre. Curium grew during the Ptolemaic and Roman period but 
suffered extensive destruction in the earthquakes of 322-342 B.C. The god 
Apollo was the protector of the town. The ruins of the temple of Apollo which we 
will visit later are found about 11/2 miles further west in the forest. The people of 
Curium were converted to Christianity early in history. Philomedes one of the 
bishops of Curium suffered martyrdom under Diocletian (284-305). Another 
bishop of Curium, Zeno, took part in the 3rd Ecumenical Council in Ephesus in 
431 A.D. The town was destroyed because of Arab attacks and was deserted 
during the 7th century A.D. The episcopal seat of Curium was transferred to the 
neighbouring village ‘Episkopi’ which was named appropriately. The seat was 
abolished by the Latins in 1220. The village houses the regional Archaeological 


Museum. 
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Curium theatre is built on a hill 300 feet above sea level with a wonderful view 
of Episkopi Bay. It was excavated in 1950 by a mission from the University 
Museum of Pennsylvania and was reconstructed by the Cyprus Department of 
Antiquities. The ancient theatre was built in the 2nd century B.C. in Hellenistic 
times and was carved out of rock into a circular orchestra. In the 2nd century A.D. 
it was renovated in Roman style with a semi-circular orchestra and towards the end 
of the century it was transformed into an arena. Towards the end of the 3rd century 
A.D. it was reformed again into a proper theatre with a capacity for 3,500 
spectators. Ancient tragedies and concerts are nowadays staged in the summer. 
Next to the theatre are the ruins of the Baths and Annexe of Eustolios which were 
excavated between 1943-48 by the Pennsyivania University Museum. Initially the 
House was private property but later with the addition of the baths it was changed 
into a recreational centre. The complex of the Baths is well designed in popular 
Roman style and the floors are covered with excellent mosaics and inscriptions 
dating to the 5th century A.D. Excavations are still being carried out by the 
Cyprus Department of Antiquities in the space just opposite the Early-Christian- 
Basilica dating to the 5th century A.D. 

After a short rest at the Tourist Pavilion of Curium we continue with our visit 
to the Sanctuary of Apollo which as already mentioned is about 11/2 miles further 
west. On our way there we will see the Stadium of the ancient town built inthe 2nd 


century A.D. in the time of the Antonine Emperors. It had a capacity for 6,000 
spectators. 
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The Basilica. 


The Sanctuary of Apollo was one of the most important religious centres of 
the island. At this Temple, Apollo was worshipped as the god of the forests from 
the 8th century B.C. until the 4th century A.D. Around the sanctuary there was a 
thick forest with many deer. 


Temple of Apollo. 


After leaving for Paphos to continue our sightseeing tour to western Cyprus, we 
pass through the British military base of Episkopi and the happy valley. Then over 
the hills and through the valleys covered with vineyards, and consequently we 
arrive at the place where according to Greek legend, Aphrodite, the goddess of 
love and beauty was born from the soft sea foam of the Paphian sea. Facing this 
wonderful indented coastline of Paphos, we will stop to admire the idyllic land- 
scape. Since the dawn of history this renowned locality has inspired poets like 
Homer and Euripides. 
“The moist breeze of Zephyr brought here there on the waves 
of the sea with a noise of thunder amid the soft foam and 
the gold-clad Horae received her with joy’. (Homer). 
A few miles further west on a hill at Old-Paphos, near the village of Kouklia, 
are the ruins of the temple of Aphrodite — our next stop. 
Pausanias wrote that the town and the temple were built by Agapenor, a 
legendary hero of the Trojan War. Old-Paphos owed its power and fame to the 
temple of Aphrodite. Thousands of pilgrims from all over the Ancient World came 
here with many valuable gifts to take part in the annual celebrations in honour of 
Aphrodite and Adonis. The procession of the pilgrims started at New-Paphos and 
through the holy gardens of Aphrodite to reach the sanctuary of the goddess at 
Old-Paphos. The last king of Old-Paphos was Nikocles who built New-Paphos 
around 321 B.C. near the sea 10 miles further west. However the Temple of the 
goddess preserved its fame through Roman times. The Roman Emperors 
protected the Sanctuary until the time of Septimus Sevirus. In 69 A.D. Emperor 
Titus visited the Temple on his way to Syria. 
S) 


Ruins of the Temple of Aphrodite. 
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After the establishment of 
New-Paphos, the spreading of 
Christianity and the desertion 
of the Sanctuary of Aphrodite, 
Old-Paphos declined and 
becameasmallvillage(Kouklia). 
In the 13th century 2AcB: 
the Lusignan governors built a 
sugar refinery and a castle 
which was used as a command 
post and living quarters for the 
man in charge of the factory 
and the sugar-cane plantations 
cultivated in the vicinity. These 
buildings were destroyed by 
Mamelukes during their 
invasions in 1426. The castle 
was rebuilt as a living quarters 
for the Turkish Khalif of Kouklia 
during the Turkish occupation 
of Cyprus. (157) lego 
Recently the Cyprus Depart- 
ment of Antiquities rebuilt it 
and used it as a Museum and as 
a store for arcahaeological 
material. 

From Old-Paphos we now go 
to New-Paphos but before 
we get there stop for a while at 
Yeroskipos (Holy Garden) to 
visit the Byzantine Church of 
the village and admire _ its 
excellent frescoes and the Folk 
Museum which is housed in a 
local wealthy home or 
“Archontico” of the village. 
Here are exhbited traditional 
furniture, utensils, agricultural 
tools and various kinds of 
Cypriot housecrafts. 
New-Paphos was built by the 
last king of Old-Paphos, 
Nicocles, in’ 321° B.C.) News 
Paphos reached the peak of its 
growth and prosperity in 


Ptolemaic and Roman times. In 
the 2nd century B.C. it became 
the capital of Cyprus and 
replaced Salamis. The reasons 
were purely strategic; it was 
closer to Alexandria of Egypt, 
capital of the Ptolemies and the 
rich Paphos forests furnished 
timber for the building of big 
ships at Old-Paphos and 
Alexandria Shipyards. .New- 
Paphos remained the capital of 
Cyprus during Roman times 
too; till the 4th century A.D. 
when it was destroyed by the 
earthquakes of 332-342 A.D. 
Subsequently it was partially 
rebuilt but it remained a 
provincial town and the seat of 
bishop. During the Crusades it 
became a transit port and the 
_king of Denmark, Henry, died 
and was buried here in 1103 
A.D. To get to New-Paphos we 
pass through the new town also 
called Paphos. It is built on a 
hill with panoramic views of the 
sea and of the picturesque port 
of New-Paphos. In Roman times 
it was one of the most 
important ports of the Roman 
Empire. Undoubtedly a visit to 
Cyprus is incomplete without 
going to Paphos. Endowed with 
natural beauties, this regional 
town of 20,000 inhabitants is 
quickly becoming a first class 
tourist centre. Paphos is one of 
the richest towns of Cyprus in 
archaeological monuments and 
other finds. UNESCO has 
proclaimed Paphos a protected 
area because of its archaeo- 
logical and cultural treasures 
are the heritage of all mankind. 
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The Castle and now the Museum. 


‘Leda and the Swan’. Mosaic from the Temple of Aphrodite. 
Now in the Cyprus Museum, Nicosia. 


We start our visit to the most 
important visible ruins of New- 
Paphos from “Fabrica” hill. This 
is found on the northeastern 
limit of the ancient town. Below 
the hill there are underground 
chambers cut in stone, some of 
which are of unusual dimen- 
sions. On the southeastern end 
of the hill the ruins of an ancient 
theatre of the 3rd century B.C. 
are visible but it has not been 
excavated yet. After we return 
to the main road towards the 
port we can visit two catacombs, 
St. Solomoni’s east of the road 
and St. Lamprianos’s catacomb 
west of the road. The first 
consists of underground 
chambers facing an open yard, 
a typical feature of Tombs of 
the Kings. One of the chambers 
of St. Solomoni was _trans- 
formed into a chapel in Byzan- 
tine times during the 12th 
century A.D. It was decorated 
with frescoes which have 
unfortunately been destroyed. 


Following the road towards the port we will see the ruins of the Latin Cathedral, 
built probably in the 14th century and repaired later by Francesco Contarini, the 
last Latin bishop of Paphos who was killed by the Turks during the sacking of 
Nicosia. After crossing the road and walking for a while we reach St. Paul’s 
According to tradition when St. Paul visited Paphos, accompanied by the Cypriot 
Apostle Barnabas in 45 A.D., he was tied to this column and received ‘“‘forty-less 
one” lashes because he preached Christianity. East of the column are the ruins of 
a Latin church of the 14th century A.D. which was repaired and decorated in the 
16th century with bas-relief of Italian Renaissance Style. Next to the Gothic 
church and below the church of St. Kyriake are the ruins of the biggest Early- 
Christian Basilicas of Cyprus. It has a length of 50 metres and a width of 38 
excluding the holy of holies and the narthex. It has a five-aisled Basilica and its 
floor was covered with mosaics of the 4th century A.D. 
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Returning to the main road and proceeding toward the port; on the right is the 
Byzantine Castle “Saranta Kolones” (forty columns). Its excavation began in 1957 
and are still continuing. Originally considered the site of the temple of Aphrodite, 
later excavations proved that it was a Byzantine Castle which was probably erected 
in the 7th century to protect the port from Arab attacks. It was destroyed by earth- 
quakes in 1222 and is called “Saranta Kolones” after the many granite columns, 


which were found scattered around. 


The Mediaeval Castle of Paphos built on the western ancient breakwater of the 
port was built by the Lusignans in the 13th century to replace the destroyed 
Byzantine castle. In 1570 it was blown up by the Venetians during the Turkish 


invasion because they could not defend it. In 1580 it was rebuilt in its present 
form by the Turks. 


‘acinnd ailbegidh 


The Tombs of the Kings, 3rd century B.C. 

A short distance to the north are the ruins of the “Palace of Theseus”. This was 
a public building, probably the residence of the Governor of Cyprus and is of 
the 4th century A.D. Its halls and arcades had mosaic floors with geometric 
decoration, the most important and most beautiful mosaics being found in the 
southern wing of the palace. One of them depicts Theseus slaying the Minotaur 
while another depicts the birth of Achilles. 100 metres to the east of the “Palace of 
Theseus” is the “House of Dionysus” so called because of the many scenes 
depicting the god of the wine in the wonderful! mosaics which decorated the floors 
of the House. It is believed that this was a big private property with mosaic floors 
of excellent multicolour compositions and of great artistic value. The beautiful 
colours conserve until today their initial luminosity depicting wonderful legendary 
compositions, hunting scenes, geometric designs and decorations. The walls of 
the house were exquisitely painted as evidenced by the numerous painted pieces 
of plaster found during the excavations. The style of the mosaics is of the 3rd 
century A.D. On the eastern side of the escarpment, north of the “House of 
Dionysus” were recently excavated the “Odeon”, part of the “Agora” and part of 
“Asclepeion”. Excavations are still in course and the above belong to the 2nd 
century A.D. 
We complete our acquaintance with the visible antiquities of New-Paphos with 
a visit to the Tombs of the Kings, 800 metres west of the main road from Paphos 
to the port. Although these tombs bear no relationship with kings they were so 
named because of their impressive appearance, being carved out of solid rock 
underground. They have an open yard surrounded by pillars and the burial 
chambers arranged around them. Each side of the yard looks like the facade of a 
temple with Doric pillars and are of the 3rd century B.C. 
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We will complete our sightseeing tour to western Cyprus by visiting St. 
Neophytos Monastery, andAphrodite’s Baths nearthe gulf of Polis-tis-Chrysochous, 
which is the only free part of the northern coast of Cyprus. The rest is still under 
Turkish occupation since July 1974. St. Neophytos Monastery is one of the most 
famous monasteries of Cyprus, built ona green mountain slope with a panoramic 
view of the indented coast of western Cyprus. To get to the monastery, drive from 
the Tombs of the Kings along the coastal road to Coral Bay — the best sandy 
beach of Paphos — and from there through the picturesque villages of the area 
climb the mountain road to the monastery, about 4 miles from the sea. 
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Another route is to follow the road joining Paphos town with the north coast 
and turn left 4-5 miles north of the town. St. Neophytos was a Cypriot, born in 
1134 at Katodrys village near Lefkara and died a hermit in his refuge in 1214. His 
cell was cut in rock on the mountain slope, near the monastery which was built 
later, the walls being decorated with excellent frescoes in the Byzantine style. He 
wrote various works and one of them deals with the occupation of Cyprus by the 
English king, Richard the Lionheart in 1191. The church which was built later has 
excellent frescoes and some of the most important and most ancient portable 
Byzantine icons of Cyprus. Inside the church are kept the relics (bones and 


cranieum) of St. Neophytos. 


From the Monastery we travel to the Baths of Aphrodite on the northern coast of 
western Cyprus. This area is the only free part along the northern coast of the 
island while almost 38% of the island remains under Turkish occupation since 
July 1974, 


Coral Bay. 


Returning to the main road joining the 
southern and northern coast of the island 
we turn left and half an hour later are at 
Polis-tis-Chrysochous. The route is 
pleasant passing through never-ending 
vineyards, banana plantations and orange 
orchards. To the right of Polis-tis- 
Chrysochous are the ruins of the ancient 
‘town “Marion” and the “Limnitis’” mine 
which closed some years ago. To the left 
-we see the Gulf of Aphrodite’s Baths. 
‘Tight in the centre of the Gulf is the 
‘fishing station of “Latsi”. The sea here is 
-rich in fish and the colourful restaurants 
-of the cove serve the tastiest fish on the 
‘island. The view is extremely beautiful 
and it is not difficult to understand why 
according to Greek legend and tradition 
the goddess of love and beauty had 
chosen this coast of Paphos to swim in its 
crystal clear waters and after that she 
‘would climb through an exotic ravine to 
-cool herself in the fresh waters of a spring 
flowing from a natural cavern later called 
“Fontana Amorosa’. Tradition has it that 
“those who drink from its waters soon fall 
in love”. 


The Gulf of Aphrodite's Baths. 
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Our next sightseeing tour is of the Troodos range occupying the central part of 
the island. The shortest route to this area is the new Limassol-Platres road passing 
through the picturesque villages of Lania, Trimiklini and Pera Pedhi, which stil] 
preserved their traditional character and their country style architecture. The 
inhabitants of the area are hard working people producing large quantities of 
grapes, Zivania (Cyprus whisky), homemade wine and “soujouko” (made of grape 
juice, flour and almonds or walnuts). Other products are various dry and fresh 
fruits, like apples, pears cherries etc. 
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Platres Mountain Resort. 


Platres further uphill is the most cosmopolitan summer resort of the Troodos 
area. For almost half a century and especially after the end of the second World 
- War thousands of tourists from the Middle East countries and chiefly, wealthy 
Egyptians, among whom was the former king of Egypt, Farouk, spent their 
holidays in the comfortable hotels of Platres. Nowadays very rich Arabs from the 
Arab Gulf and many of the Europeans who work there spend their holidays here, 
and many so impressed by the unspoiled beauty of the area and the excellent 
climate, bought land and built their own country houses. George Seferis the 
Nobel prize winner wrote in one of his poems about Platres: 
“The nightingales do not let you fall asleep at 


night in Platres”. 
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After Platres and before climbing to Troodos 
we visit the monasteries of Trooditissa and 
Kykko and then to the villages of the Marathasa 
valley and the Monastery of St. John 
“Lambadistis” (candle bearer). The Trooditissa 
Monastery was erected in a ravine almost at the 
foot of Olympus Peak, 4,675 feet above sea 
level. The original church was built in 1250 
A.D. where an icon of the Virgin Mary was 
found. It was taken there by a monk from Asia 
Minor to spare it from those who objected to 
icons (iconoclasts). The existing church is a 
three-aisled basilica and was erected in 1731. 
Beside the icon of the Virgin hangs a belt 
reputed to have miraculous powers for barren 
women. 

The Holy, Royal Monastery of Kykko is the 
most famous monastery in Cyprus, situated 18 
miles west of Olympus Peak in the Troodos 
on the slope of a mountain peak 3,800 feet 
above sea level and was erected at the end of 
the 11th century during the reign of Emperor 
Alexios Comnenus. The icon of the Virgin Mary 
kept in the monastery is believed to be one of 
the first icons of the Virgin painted by the 
Apostle Luke when She was alive and was a 
present from the Emperor Alexios Comnenus 
to the Monastery. It is goldplated and its 
unveiling is not permitted. Kykko Monastery is 
the most important and the richest in Cyprus 
and its many treasures are inestimable. 
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Before departure we climb the 
mountaintop overlooking the 
monastery to see the Tomb of 
Archbishop Makarios III who 
died in 1977 and is buried 
there. The venerated Arch- 
bishop is identified with the 
recent history of Cyprus. He 
was the first President of the 
Republic of Cyprus elected 
continually by the People of 
Cyprus (1960-1977) until the 
day of his death and he was 
buried here according to his 
own wishes. He started his 
ecclesiastical career in_ this 
monastery as a novice at the 
age of thirteen becoming Arch- 
bishop and Ethnarch of Cyprus 
in 1950 and in 1960 was 
elected President of the 
Republic of Cyprus. 
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The most preferable 
route from Kykko 
Monastery to Mount 
Olympus, the highest 
peak of Troodos range, 
is to follow the road 
through the beautiful 
villages of the Mara- 
thasa valley: Kalo- 
panayiotis, Moudoullas, 
Pedhoulas and Prod- 
romos. In Kalo= 
panayiotis village, built 
amphitheatrically on 
the right of the valley, 
we visit the well Known 
Monastery of St. John 
Lambadistis. It is 
erected on the left of 
the valley, just across 
the bridge that spans 
the valley. The church 
of the monastery 
CONSISts" Of ethnee 
adjcining churches 
built at different times. 
The first is from the 11th century and is dedicated to St. Heracleidius, the second 
from the 13th century and dedicated to the Cypriot Saint, John Lambadistis, 
while the third is a Latin chapel from the 15th century. All three are exquisitely 
decorated internally with frescoes of very fine art from the 13th-15th century. 
Through the narrow streets of the village we return to the main road and soon 
come to the next village, Moutoullas, looking as if it has been carved out of the 
Opposite mountain slope. Well known for its excellent mineral water which is 
bottled and sold in Cyprus and abroad. Next comes Pedhoulas village, the largest 
in the area and famous for its tasty juicy fruits: Cherries, apples, pears etc. Fifteen 
to twenty minutes later after climbing the winding road we reach the highest 
village of Cyprus, Prodromos, at an altitude of 4,600 feet above sea level, 
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Moudhoulas. 


Pedhoulas. 


From there, a steep uphill road through beautiful forests of very tall pinetrees, 
climbs to the highest peak of the Troodos range, “Mount Olympus” 6406 feet 
above sea level. From here, on a fine day, the whole island can be seen. The radar 
installations on the highest point of this peak serve the British military bases in 
Cyprus. It is said that here we have the biggest eye of the Middle East, seeing 
Europe, the Far East, Russia and Africa. The big antenna belongs to the Cyprus 
Broadcasting Corporation. As this area is snow covered from mid-December until 
March, Cypriots and tourists can enjoy their favourite sport of snow-skiing, while 


the friends of water-skiing can enjoy their favourite sport at the same time off the 
beautiful shores of Cyprus. 


olea Valley 


er a short rest at the cafe/restaurants or at 
> hotels around the Troodos-square we leave 
Nicosia to complete our acquaintance with 
tral and western Cyprus. The route through 
2 Solea Valley and the western region of the 
2saoria plain has a pleasant variety of land- 
ape. From the fragrant Troodos pinetrees to 
2 asbestos mines of Amiantos (although 
portant economically have polluted the 
ural environment of the area) and on to the 
=en valley of Solea, covered in fruit trees, 
utiful churches and chapels each a small 
seum of fine Byzantine art. 


ASSINOd 
CHdORCH 


Wallpaintings (13th century) 


The church of the Virgin Mary of Araka at Lagoudera village and St. Nicolaos- 
tis-Stegis just off Kakopetria have exquisite Byzantine frescoes from the 11th and 
12th century. The chapels of St. Sozomenos and Archangel in the romantic 
villages of Kakopetria and Galata have beautiful frescoes but the most impressive 
frescoes however are those of Assinou Church, which is like a small museum of 
Byzantine Art built in a pine forest near Nikitari village east of the main Kako- 
petria-Nicosia road. 


Finally, before reaching Nicosia and after crossing the western Mesaoria plain, 
we visit the very interesting five-domed Byzantine Church of Saints Hilarion and 
Barnabas at Peristerona village about one kilometre to the right of the Morphou- 
Nicosia road. With so many churches and chapels, it is no wonder that Cyprus is 
sometimes called the island of the saints. 
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SALAMIS was founded in the 12th century B.C. by Teucer, a Greek Hero of 
the Trojan War, and remained essentially Greek throughout its long history. After 
its destruction by earthquakes in the 4th century A.D. it was rebuilt by Emperor 
Constantine and renamed Constantia. In 648 it was destroyed by the Arabs. 
Extensive excavations have brought to light many of its ruins among which the 
imposing Gymnasium here illustrated, dating from Roman times. The Ancient 
Theatre was excavated early in 1960 by the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus. It 
is the largest theatre so far found in Cyprus, befitting the importance and 
splendour of ancient Salamis, the diameter of the semi-circular orchestra is about 
90 feet (27.5 m). The length of the diameter being the criterion for the size of a 
theatre, it may therefore be one of the largest ever found in other ancient 
countries of the Mediterranean. The auditorium is estimated to accommodate 


about 20,000 spectators. 


FAMAGUSTA: Unfortunately this beautiful town is now a ghost town since the 
Turkish invasion of Cyprus in August 1974, and although eight and a half-years 
have gone is still so, because the Turkish army refuse to allow the inhabitants of 


Famagusta to return to their homes. 
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To complete our sightseeing 
of the free areas of Cyprus we 
now visit the southeastern part 
of the island, starting our tour 
from the free part of the 
Famagusta district. 


Protaras 
Beach 


Before the Turkish invasion and occupation of 38% of the island’s territory, 
Famagusta and Kyrenia were the main tourist centres accounting for 70% of the 
tourist accommodation. Today Kyrenia is under the Turkish yoke and Famagusta 
is a deserted and destroyed town. Nine years after that tragedy the Turkish troops 
controlling the town still deny the right of its inhabitants to return to their homes 
and properties, leaving this colorful tourist centre with its 10,000 tourist beds a 
ghost-town. 
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Ayia Napa 


The Cypriots are a hard working and creative people. After the catastrophe of 
of 1974 they did not bow or despair. By hard work, love and belief in the future of 


their country they soon started developing the areas where they were forced to 
settle after the invasion. 
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New hotels, restaurants and other tourist 
facilities have been built and are available 
along the beautiful coasts and in the picturesque 
villages of the free area of Famagusta and else- 
where in free Cyprus. Protaras, Paralimni and 
Ayia Napa with their clean and wonderful sandy 
beaches and their quiet and romantic surrou- 
ndings have already developed into important 
tourist centres. Following the coastal road and 
leaving behind us the windmills of Protaras we 
pass by the Cape Greco and soon face the 
charming village of Ayia Napa. Situated on the 
rocky hills of this area and down to the blue sea, 
with the endless sandy beach, Ayia Napa is the 
most popular sea resort on the island. The view 
is unique. In the centre of the village is the 
mediaeval Venetian Monastery of Ayia Napa, 
founded in the 15th century by the daughter of 
a rich Venetian from Famagusta. The Church is 
built on a cave where an icon of the Virgin Mary 
was found by a hunter and is now part of the 
church. Nowadays it is a conference centre for 
the Christian Churches. 
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After our visit to the Monastery we rest a while at the picturesque fishing cove 
of Ayia Napa some 600 metres downhill. Leaving for Larnaca we drive along a 
new road through the potato-fields of “Kokkinochoria” and in 30-40 minutes 
reach Larnaca. This is one of the richest and most productive areas of Cyprus. The 
rich red soil and the mild climate of the area favour the production of early 
vegetables and fruits. There are two potato crops every year — one in Spring and 
another in Autumn — the excellent quality potatoes, produced here, are exported 
to Europe and other countries. Before reaching Larnaca we pass through the 
British base of Dhekelia. With the 1959 Agreements the-English retained the 
military bases established after they pulled out of Egypt in 1950-1952. These 
occupy an area of about 250 sq. miles in various parts of the island. As we enter 
Dhekelia to the left and just above the sea is the Electricity Generating Station 
which supplies electricity to almost half the island including the Turkish occupied 
northern part of the island. At this juncture let me point out that the Turkish 
Cypriots and the Turkish occupation forces have refused to pay for the electricity 
they consume since the invasion. Cyprus spends almost 30% of its foreign 
exchange to import the crude oil needed. This is the only source of energy on the 


the island with the exception of the solar heaters which you see on roof tops 
throughout the island. 


Larnaca 


= 


In a short time we reach the tourist area of Larnaca, a sandy beach stretching 
five miles from Dhekelia to Larnaca. The luxury hotels and other tourist installa- 
tions are new and were built after 1974. Entering Larnaca to the right are the 
Cyprus Refineries which meet the fuel needs of Cyprus. 


Larnaca is built on the site of ancient Kitium and according to legend was 
founded by the grandson of Noah, Khittim, after the Deluge. Recent excavations 
have shown that Kitium started as a Mucenean town with cyclopian walls. It grew 
from about 1200 B.C. and was deserted about 1050 B.C. when its inhabitants 


settled further south nearer the sea. 
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Ancient Kitium is the birthplace of the 
Stoic philosopher, Zeno, who lived in the 
Ath century (342-270 B.C.). Inspired by 
the works of Socrates he founded the 
Stoic School of philosophy in Athens. The 
son of Miltiades — the glorious victor of 
the battle of Marathon-Kimon, fell ill and 
died during the siege of Kitium in 449 B.C. 
when the Athenian fleet fought to liberate 
the town from the Persians. Larnaca 
flourished in Mediaeval times and after 
the occupation of Famagusta by the 
Genoese in 1373 A.D. became the main 
transit port for pilgrims going to the Holy 
Land. Today Larnaca is the third largest 
town on the island. After the occupation 
of Famagusta by Turkish troops a large 
number of refugees from the town and 
district of Famagusta went to Larnaca 
where they settled. Its pre-1974 popula- 
tion has doubled as a result. The port has 
been extended and has in part replaced 
that of Famagusta. On the western 
approaches to the town a new International 
Airport was built to replace Nicosia 
International Airport now closed because 
of the Turkish invasion and occupation. 
The Government has established a new 
industrial area to provide employment to 
thousands of refugees, and new modern 
and comfortable hotels were built near 
the sandy beaches extending to the right 
and to the left of Larnaca town. Because 
of its port and airport Larnaca is today the 
main port of entry and exit of Cyprus. 
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St. Lazarus Church consecrated to the 
saint and protector of Larnaca, is the most 
important in town. After his resurrection, 
St. Lazarus came to Cyprus to escape 
from the Jews who persecuted him and in 
45 A.D. he met with Apostles Paul and 
Barnabas in Cyprus and was ordained by 
them as the first bishop of Kitium. This 
Church was erected between 886-912 by 
the Byzantine Emperor Leo VI (the Wise) 
after the discovery of the relics of St. 
Lazarus which had been taken to the 
Church of Saints Apostles in Constantin- 
ople. Under the holy of holies are various 
sarcophagus of Roman times and is 
believed that in one of them were found 
the relics of St. Lazarus. The church has 
undergone various alterations and 
changes over the centuries. The cloister is 
from the 18th century and the bell tower 
the 19th century. Larnaca was the first 
town captured by the Turks in 1570. 
During Turkish period (1571-1878) all 
ancient monuments and churches of 
Cyprus were considered Turkish property 
but the christians were allowed to practice 
their religion in their churches. 


Catholic churches however were transformed into Mosques. In the case of the 
church of St. Lazarus the Orthodox and Catholics of Larnaca agreed to buy the 
Church from the Turks and held Mass in it but at different times. The left aisle of 
the church there is still the Latin Cross and the iconostasis of the church is a wood 
sculpture of fine art covered with sheets of gold and is from the 18th century. The 
icon of the Virgin is of Russian style with relief halo, is about 250 years old and is 


decorated with semi-precious stones. The icon of St. Lazarus is of the 16th 
century. 
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The mosaic of “Angeloktistos” (built by the angels). This unique work of art 
perfect in its composition and execution is a mosaic partly covered with gold 
sheets and is in the holy of holies of the Church of Angeloktistos at Kiti village, 
five to six miles west of Larnaca. It is a work of the 6th century A.D. and has many 
things in common with the mosaics of Ravenna in Italy. The church is a three- 
aisled-Basilica of the 12th century and is built on the ruins of an early-Christian 
Basilica which was destroyed during the Arab raids. The holy of holies with the 
mosaic were saved and were incorporated in the present Church. 


UE 


One of the most famous mosques of the Moslems, the Hala Sultan Tekke is on the 
western shore of the lake. It was built in memory of Umm Haram from Medina, 
foster mother of Mohammed, who fell off her horse and was killed here during the 
first Arab raid in about 647 A.D. Built in the middle of a thicket of palm and 


cypress trees; this Mosque attracts many pilgrims from Arab countries and 
tourists who visit this picturesque place. 
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Larnaca Salt Lake is the largest in Cyprus, situated on the western approaches 
to the town near the Airport. The salt which solidifies on the surface in the 
summer is collected by the Government for domestic and industrial purposes. 
The lake communicates with the sea. From December to April the lake offers 
refuge to thousands of migratory birds and among them Flamingos who give it a 
special colour. 
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And now we come to the end of our sightseeing tour of the island; | hope you 
have enjoyed your stay here. | wish you “Bon Voyage” and I hope soon | will be in 
a position to welcome you again in a 100% free island so that | can offer you a 
sightseeing tour of the occupied area of Cyprus too. 


KYRENIA 


The idyllic township of Kyrenia, with its picturesque little harbour and imposing 
castle of several periods, is an attractive tourist resort. In the background stands 
the imposing castle of St. Hilarion on one of the main peaks of the jagged 
mountains. Kyrenia was the capital of one of the ancient nine-kingdoms of 
Cyprus and played a leading role during Byzantine and mediaeval times. 


Kyrenia Castle, brooding over the gay yachts and speedboats in the tiny 
harbour, is the most imposing building on the island. The last of the great crusader 
fortresses, it incorporates much of earlier date, including a charming Byzantine 
chapel. The oubliettes, where many a distinguished prisoner languished, are still 
to be seen. The high walls and towers that withstood every effort of their Genoese 
besiegers are now partly sheathed by massive Venetian additions. 
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LAPITHOS 


Nestling on the northern slopes of the Kyrenia range is Lapithos, which is one 
of the most beautiful villages in Cyprus and is almost entirely surrounded by 
orchards and citrus groves. A perpetual stream of icy water (Kefalovryso) springs 
from the hillside on the edge of the village. During Byzantine times it was the seat 
of an Orthodox Bishop, but was with many others on the island suppressed in 
1222. It now contains churches from the 18th and 19th centuries. 


BELLAPAIS 


The Gothic Abbey at Bellapais was a Lusignan foundation for Augustinian 
canons. The cloistral buildings are now in ruins, but the great vaulted refectory 


remains intact. 


Cyprus A 


Because of its geographic location, Cyprus, the sun 
island, has historically served as the stepping stone 
between Europe and the Middle East. 


And, as the island's national airline, Cyprus Airways 
is now celebrating 35 years of experience and spe- 
Cialization as the key link between East and West. 
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irways 
Your Key to the Middle East 


So, when you have to travel to the Middle East, let 
Cyprus Airways offer you their key to fast, courteous 
service with the personal touch of Cypriot hospitality. 


For information to any of our more than 20 destina- 
tions, please ask any Cyprus Airways office or your 
travel Agent for our convenient timetable. 


Cuprus 
Airways 
The personal touch 
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